
Always keep to your right when head 

on in a narrow channel or river.

Overtaking
situations

Head on
situations

Crossing
situations

All boats overtaking 

from astern (behind) are 

responsible for keeping 

clear until well past the 

vessel being overtaken.

Assume that the boat in 

front is not aware of your 

presence or intention.

Powerboats meeting head 

on must each alter course 

to starboard (to the right) 

and pass port side (left 

side) of the other.

When powerboats meet at 

an angle, the boat having 

the other to starboard 

(right) gives way. As on the 

road, always give way to 

your right.

Make sure your actions 

are clear, taken in good 

time, and do not take you 

close to other vessels. 

Collision prevention


