
A healthy back-dune environment on the west 
coast showing examples of tauhinu, pōhutukawa 
and harekeke amongst a cover of wīwī.
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Beachcare news
Back-dune research project funded for 3 years
Former Environment Minister Nick Smith announced on 5 June 2011, that a grant from the 

Government’s Community Environment Fund (CEF) of $300,000 will go to the Dune Restoration Trust 

of New Zealand to restore indigenous biodiversity in coastal environments throughout the country. 

To date, dune restoration work has focused primarily on restoration of native sand-binders on the 

most seaward dune face critical to natural dune form and function. However, many community groups 

are now also moving into restoration of indigenous biodiversity in back-dune areas and are facing 

considerable challenges. These areas are complex due to greater species and community diversity, a 

range of sub-environments, and serious problems with invasive exotic vegetation, grazing animal pests, 

and human pressure. 

The purpose of this project is to enhance the capacity of local communities and councils to undertake 

restoration of indigenous biodiversity in coastal back-dune environments through extensive review of 

existing knowledge and experience, setting up demonstration areas and monitoring sites, and providing 

practical guidelines for coastal groups, iwi, managing agencies and the wider community.  

The project will run over three years and involve work in at least seven regions around New Zealand, 

including Northland, Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Wellington, Tasman, Canterbury and Otago. It will therefore 

cover a wide range of dune environments and climatic settings. The review work, monitoring sites, 

demonstration plots and field-based workshops are likely to collectively involve work at over 50 coastal 

sites around New Zealand.  

Aotea walkway
Reducing pedestrian and vehicle damage to dune vegetation is a critical 

element in all dune restoration projects. The mish-mash of tracks weaving 

through the Aotea dunes was identified by the newly formed Aotea 

Beachcare group as a key issue for them and had to be addressed to 

protect existing areas of native dune vegetation, as well as any future 

plantings.

The group successfully applied for a grant from Waikato Regional 

Council’s environmental initiatives fund for materials to construct a 

formalised walkway and network of beach access ways in the scenic back-

dune area. Over 300 hours of local volunteer labour and one summer 

The Aotea walkway is 1.6km and has a number of beach access ways, helping to 
reduce the impact of pedestrians on native dune plants.

The walkway gives beach users an opportunity to appreciate the native back-
dune vegetation, including young pōhutukawa planted a number of years ago by 
the local Morrison family. 

holiday later, Aotea Beach now has a 1.6 kilometre beach walkway, 

improving access for beach users and, just as importantly, helping to 

protect their dune restoration efforts. 

Future Beachcare plantings will concentrate on the dune areas lacking 

in vegetation as a result of the previous ad-hoc paths, and on the areas 

adjacent to the new beach access ways.

The walkway begins at the end of Morrison Road in Aotea township and 

travels toward the harbour entrance. There are seats and picnic tables 

along the way, with five access ways leading to the beach.


