
New Zealand dotterel 

- Opoutere dotterel project 
Opoutere wildlife refuge reserve, 17km north of Whangamata, is one of the few 
remaining nesting sites for the endangered New Zealand dotterel. Only 1500 remain 
in the wild, with 19 pairs at Opoutere.

The small wading bird makes its nest, a mere scraping in the sand, amidst sparse 
vegetation just above high water. Dotterel eggs and chicks are very susceptible to 
predation from pests such as stoats, rats and cats. Their nests are easily destroyed by 
storms, careless feet and off-road vehicles. 

At Opoutere, 200m of shelly beach is fenced off and sign posted to help people stay 
clear. The project continues to be a success and increases the survival rate of dotterel 
chicks.

The New Zealand Dotterel Watch Partnership between Newmont Waihi and the 
Department of Conservation is enhancing advocacy and protection for the dotterel 
over several other beaches on the Coromandel Peninsula. A vehicle promoting that 
partnership can be seen regularly on peninsula highways, with the dotterel ranger on 
board.

(Sourced from DOC website)

Pohuehue
(Muehlenbeckia complexa)

Pohuehue is one of the most important and common 
native plants on the eastern Coromandel’s backdune 
areas. It is a low-growing wiry vine that often forms 
dense mats in backdune areas and helps with dune 
stabilization and natural sand trapping.

It also has significant ecological value. The white fleshy 
fruits provide food for geckos and skinks, and it is 
a critically important habitat for the beautiful native 
Rauparaha copper butterfly, a small brown native moth 
and a native mite.

In places, vigorous exotic perennial grasses, such 
as buffalo and kikuyu, suppress natural recovery 
of pohuehue. Trials are underway at Kuaotunu 
experimenting with release of the pohuehue using a 
grass specific herbicide to kill the exotic grasses and 
allow the pohuehue to come away – with promising 
results to date. 

Pohuehue is a key species for backdune areas in 
beachcare planting programmes. Beachcare also 
supplies many hundreds of these plants to beach 
front owners who wish to restore native vegetation on 
backdune areas of their property.  

New Zealand dotterel

Pohuehue growing next to beachcare access way at Whiritoa Beach 
(Photo: John Barren)

Pohuehue growing at Kuaotunu (Photo: Jim Dahm)


