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Ready, set, go! 
The 2009 planting season is coming up
The planting season is just about to kick off  for 2009. This year Beachcare volunteers will plant around 30,000 foredune and backdune 

plants around the Waikato coast. Beachcare planting days are always a social occasion. Most groups spend a couple of hours working 

and then have a morning tea or BBQ lunch together before heading home. Working bees can be a fun activity for the whole family. 

Watch the local newspapers for dates or call Sam Stephens at Environment Waikato on 0800 800 401.  

Thanks in advance to all those volunteers taking part this season and particularly the members who put the hard yards into organising 

the events – good luck and enjoy yourselves! 

What we will be planting this year

Foredune species for 2009
Dune systems naturally have fewer diff erent types of plants in 

them than other habitats, such as forests. There are only a few 

specialised plants that can withstand the harsh conditions of 

the beach, such as salt spray, tides and dry weather. Beachcare 

volunteers plant three native dune species on the foredunes 

(shown below).

Spinifex sericeus.

Astro festuca.

Pingao, Desmoschoenus spiralis.

Planting sand grasses
The sand binding grasses are planted in autumn and winter 

because the sand is cooler in these months, which is good for 

the plants and our hands! Grasses need a deep hole so they 

don’t fall out of the dunes when the wind blows and so the 

roots can reach the moisture layer in the sand. Plant grasses so 

that the sand level is at least 5 cm above the top of the potting 

mix on the plant. Plant grasses about 50 cm apart depending 

on the site and fertilise each plant as you go.    

Backdune species for 2009
There are many more plants that would naturally grow and 

survive on the backdunes. These include ground covers, 

shrubs and some taller trees. All of the plants will be native 

species and most from locally sourced seed. This year groups 

will be planting a mix of species including knobbly club rush, 

meuhlenbeckia, karo and karamu. In many areas fewer tall 

trees, like pohutukawa, will be planted because some beach 

front landowners do not want to block their views.

Pohuehue, Muehlenbeckia australis. 
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Throughout the Waikato region we have destroyed the 

original coastal dune ‘vegetation sequence’ or pattern 

of plants. There are only small remnants of natural dune 

plants left and there are no longer any natural coastal 

forests behind our beaches. The original forests have 

largely been replaced by roads, reserves, houses, farms 

and pine forestry. 

Sand dunes play an important part in protecting the 

land from storms and erosion.  The restoration of our 

sand dunes is vital for hazard management and for 

ensuring future generations get to experience our 

‘natural beach environment’.

Usually, Beachcare groups fi rst concentrate on the 

restoring the critical sand binding grass zone using 

native sand grasses Spinifex, Pingao and the rarer Austro 

festuca littoralis. In the Waikato we now have plenty of 

examples of just how successful establishing sand bind-

ing grasses in this area can be on the dune face. 

Once groups have planted and maintained the foredune 

they usually head on to plant ground covers, shrubs and 

taller trees on the backdune area.  

Why use the access ways
Over the years, all of the Beachcare groups have helped 

to defi ne the best access ways onto their beaches. 

This is an essential step in looking after the plants and 

dunes. People walking through the plants can destroy 

them, particularly in areas where there are thousands 

of visitors a year, like Whangamata. If we don’t have 

healthy sand binding plants, we don’t have dunes.

Please encourage people to use the defi ned access ways. 
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What is planted where
The diagram below shows the natural ‘vegetation 

sequence’ or pattern of plants over coastal dunes. 

There are only pieces of this natural pattern left in the 

Waikato. Some beaches have remnant fore dune or back 

dune plants, but none have the full natural vegetation 

sequence. The planting that beachcare members do 

helps to protect the land from erosion and also to 

recreate some of these vegetation patterns. 

– Stan Ayling and Ian Brown
Tairua Beachcare tributes 

We note with sadness the recent passing of Ian Brown and, in mid 2008, 

Stan Ayling - both of whom had a tremendous positive infl uence on 

dune restoration at Tairua.

Stan was the father of Tairua Beachcare and it was in large part his 

untiring eff orts and advocacy that led to the group being established in 

1995. Stan and Kathleen then provided enthusiastic leadership to the 

group for several years, well into their eighties. Few could keep up with 

him! Large dune blowouts and extensive areas of degraded dune were 

repaired over this period. Tony Wilson and a team of dedicated locals 

have continued this work over the past several years. The result has 

been a gradual but very signifi cant transformation of the dunes from 

one end of the beach to the other. 

Ian owned beachfront property just north of the Tairua surf club and, 

after becoming concerned at the degraded state of the reserve seaward 

of his property, approached Beachcare for plants to repair the area. 

Plants were delivered over several years and Ian always saw to it that 

these were planted, even continuing this work over the past year when 

he was severely ill. Over the past fi ve years, Ian established several 

thousand front and backdune species in this area. It is now well 

vegetated and will become increasingly attractive as the vegetation 

matures. 

We salute Stan and Ian for their work at Tairua and pass on our 

condolences to their families. 

Adapting to climate changeAdapting to climate change - 
role for beachcare?
In July last year the Ministry for the Environment printed a report about 

coastal hazards and climate change. The report is fi lled with information 

about what climate change might mean to coastal areas around New 

Zealand. It also provides ideas and guidance for councils about how to 

plan for the likely changes. In short, climate change will likely result in 

more erosion and fl ooding along parts of the coast. These eff ects may be 

quite gradual which does give us time to make good decisions now, plan 

for change and adapt the way we use the coast. 

Adaptation principles
The ministry set out a range of adaptation principles which include:    

work in partnership with communities   • 

understand existing risks and vulnerabilities to coastal hazards and • 

 climate change

concentrate on actions to manage the most vulnerable areas• 

seek opportunities to incorporate adaptation into all new and • 

 existing developments in the coastal margin

have a sequential and risk based approach to decision making • 

 regarding coastal development

avoid actions that will make it more diffi  cult to cope with coastal • 

 hazard and climate change risks in the future.

Reference: Ministry for the Environment, 2008. Coastal Hazards and Climate Change. 

A Guidance Manual for Local Government in New Zealand P43.




