
Phil McCabe and daughter Sequoia beside the veggie 
garden that is fertilised with the food waste.

Solscape eco-retreat (www.solscape.
co.nz) have incorporated the principles of 
environmental sustainability into all aspects of 
the development of their property overlooking 
the ocean above Manu Bay, Raglan.

Their focus is on providing accommodation which has a 
low environmental impact, provides beneficial service to 
the surrounding community and educates guests as to 
the importance of doing things sustainably.

Some of the main features of Solscape are:

the use of recycled and low embodied energy • 
materials for construction of accommodation
employing solar power for hot water requirements • 
(partial funding obtained through EECAs ‘innovation’ 
fund) and for some of the general power supply
One area, the tipi retreat, is completely off grid and • 
also utilises composting toilets.
Energy efficiency is utilised and encouraged – the • 
majority of lighting is provided by LEDs and compact 
fluorescents - saving energy, money and greenhouse 
gas emissions.
A zero waste philosophy is lived and encouraged. • 
Solscape estimate that 75% of waste produced on 
site is diverted for recycling. However, this figure is 
higher, taking into account organic waste, which is 
all captured in the kitchens and hot composted in the 
vegetable gardens.
Eco-friendly cleaning products and dishwashing • 
liquids are used and provided for guests.

Says owner Phil McCabe of the decision to invest in these 
initiatives:

“To us, the whole thing is about doing it sustainably, and 
for the good of the earth. We also engage in community 
partnerships – the camping ground for example is owned 
by local Maori, and we give them half the proceeds of 
the camp fees. We point out to people that it is sacred 
land.”

Solscape is testament to the fact that putting your values 
first doesn’t necessarily mean lower profits. “We’ve 
experienced 18% growth since this time last year, in a 
period when the tourism industry has been pretty flat.”

Furthermore, energy efficiency and waste minimisation 
make good business sense as they imply lower 
operational costs. “We have just started monitoring our 
energy consumption and it will be interesting to see 
how we’ve been tracking since we’ve installed better 
technologies such as solar hot water,” says Phil. 

One things for sure, in an uncertain economic climate, 
the economic sustainability of Solscape looks pretty 
secure, and they have the satisfaction of knowing they 
are well and truly looking after the assets of the next 
generation.

Case study: 
Solscape Accommodation, Raglan

Buckets in all 
accommodation 
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