
MENUS OF 
PRACTICES TO 
IMPROVE WATER 
QUALITY 

Where: Waikato region  

What: Farm menus to help 
farmers improve nutrient 
management and reduce 
impacts on water quality

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

The menus of farming practices for the dairying, drystock and cropping sectors are designed to 
help reduce agriculture’s impact on water quality.

Covering various nutrients and contaminants, the menus offer practical management options 
for farmers and farm consultants to reduce losses from farms to waterways in a cost effective 
manner. 

The menus were developed in 
close collaboration with the 
Upper Waikato Primary Sector 
Partnership and endorsed by 
DairyNZ, Beef and Lamb New 
Zealand, and the Foundation for 
Arable Research.

information  waikatoregion.govt.nz/healthyfarms 

WAIKATO 
REGIONAL FRESH 
WATER DISCUSSION 
| MATAPAKI WAI 
MĀORI KI WAIKATO
“LET’S TALK WATER” 

Where: Entire Waikato 
region 

What: Waikato Regional 
Council has produced an 
opportunities paper on 
behalf of the region around 
fresh water management, 
based on input from regional 
conversations

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

THINGS  
HAPPENING IN THE  
LOWER WAIKATO ZONE
AN OVERVIEW OF KEY PLANS AND PROJECTS THAT IMPACT ON PEOPLE 
LIVING AROUND LAKE WAIKARE AND WHANGAMARINO WETLAND

HOW TO FIND OUT MORE OR SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS WITH US
If you want to subscribe to updates, share your thoughts with us or simply learn more about any of these 
projects and plans, visit the web pages listed throughout this brochure. Alternatively, call 0800 800 401 
to chat to Michael Duffy (Lower Waikato Zone Manager).  July 2016 (4976)

Hamilton

Taupō

Unless we change the way we manage fresh water, there simply 
won’t be enough for everyone who wants it. To get the best we can 
from the water we have, a fresh approach to managing water is 
needed and we need better tools to do the job.

Waikato Regional Council has developed an issues and 
opportunities paper on behalf of the region. To do this successfully, 
we had a regional conversation around fresh water management 
to ensure a full range of voices, views and informed opinions are 
heard. That’s because any decisions we make now will determine 
our future for many years to come. Central government, local 
government, iwi, environmental groups, primary producers, major 
industry and the community all have a part to play. 

Our issues and opportunities paper was adopted by the council at 
the end of June. Read it here:

information  letstalkwater.nz



LAKE WAIKARE AND 
WHANGAMARINO 
WETLAND 
CATCHMENT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

Where: Whangamarino 
sub-catchment, including 
Whangamarino wetland, Lake 
Waikare and four smaller lakes

What: Plan to address 
issues in the Whangamarino 
sub-catchment, including 
sediment, water quality and 
biodiversity

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

Waikato Regional Council has, through its 2015-2025 
Long Term Plan, committed to developing a catchment 
management plan for Lake Waikare and the Whangamarino 
wetland. This plan will set out measures to best address 
sediment sources impacting the lake and wetland. It 
will also help deal with the wider range of issues in the 
catchment, including the lake’s water quality and biodiversity. 
Information and actions from this plan will feed into the 
wider Lower Waikato Zone Plan.

information  waikatoregion.govt.nz/lakewaikareplan

LOWER WAIKATO 
ZONE PLAN

Where:  Lower Waikato zone 

What: Plan providing long 
term strategic direction for 
the lower Waikato zone and 
an overview of the key work 
programmes and activities.

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

This plan sets out the long term strategic direction for 
improving catchment health in the lower Waikato zone. It also 
gives an overview of the work programmes and activities our 
council’s Integrated Catchment Management team will focus 
on, explaining the rationale behind the agreed work and how 
it will be funded. 

The Lower Waikato-Waipa Flood Control Scheme is included 
in this plan.

information  waikatoregion.govt.nz/zoneplans

SECTION 128  
CONSENT REVIEW

Where: Lake Waikare 
Northern Outlet Control 
Gate (NOCG)

What: Review of a specific 
consent falling under 
section 128 of the Resource 
Management Act

Type: Statutory  
(regulated by law)

Various people and organisations have expressed concern 
about the amount of sediment deposited into Whangamarino 
wetland. Contributing to the sedimentation is the discharge 
of sediment-laden water from Lake Waikare into Pungarehu 
Canal, and ultimately the wetland. The discharge is controlled 
by the Northern Outlet Control Gate as part of the Lower 
Waikato Waipa Flood Control Scheme. Mediation is underway 
to identify and confirm opportunities for action.

The key output from this review will be a set of revised 
consent conditions to discharge water from Lake Waikare, 
which are expected to result in a measureable reduction in 
sediment deposition over time. 

WAIKATO DISTRICT 
LAKES AND 
FRESHWATER 
WETLANDS 
MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT 

Where: Waikato district

What: An agreement 
between multiple agencies 
to work together to improve 
the health of the district’s 
34 shallow lakes and three 
largest wetlands

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

Community, iwi and council concern led to the signing 
of the Waikato District Lakes and Freshwater Wetlands 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 7 June 2011. The MOA 
group – involving Waikato Regional Council, Waikato District 
Council, Waikato-Tainui, the Department of Conservation, 
and Fish & Game are working together on projects to 
protect, enhance and restore shallow lakes and wetlands in 
the Waikato district. Having the MOA’s signatories working 
together means we will be able to achieve more. The group 
has already been successful in obtaining additional funding.

WAIKATO RIVER 
AND WAIPA RIVER 
RESTORATION 
STRATEGY

Where: Waikato and  
Waipa rivers 

What: A framework for all 
organisations involved in 
the Waikato and Waipa River 
catchment restoration, to 
help identify and prioritise 
future activities

Type: Non-statutory  
(not regulated by law)

The Waikato River Authority (WRA) will administer more 
than $250 million over a period of 25 years to help achieve a 
healthier Waikato River. In 2014, the Waikato River Restoration 
Forum was established, with representatives from the five river 
iwi, WRA, Waikato Regional Council, DairyNZ, Fonterra, territorial 
local authorities, Mighty River Power, Genesis Energy and the 
Department of Conservation. They together agreed a more 
integrated and co-ordinated approach to funding opportunities 
was required, and the concept of the River Restoration Strategy 
was unanimously supported. 

The strategy is complementary to the Healthy Rivers Wai 
Ora project and planning, and will assist in informing future 
catchment plans and investment in river restoration projects.

HEALTHY RIVERS: 
PLAN FOR 
CHANGE/WAI 
ORA: HE RAUTAKI 
WHAKAPAIPAI

Where: Waikato and Waipa 
River catchments  

What: Project to develop 
changes to the Waikato 
Regional Plan to help restore 
and protect the health of the 
Waikato and Waipa rivers 

Type: Statutory  
(regulated by law)

As part of Healthy Rivers: Plan for Change/Wai Ora: He 
Rautaki Whakapaipai, a Collaborative Stakeholder Group has 
been developing new policies to protect our fresh water. These 
will become a proposed change to the Waikato Regional Plan and 
will help to reduce sediment, bacteria, nitrogen and phosphorus 
entering water bodies (including groundwater) in the Waikato and 
Waipa river catchments.

Waikato and Waipa River iwi and Waikato Regional Council are 
partners on this project, as set out in settlement and co-management 
legislation for the Waikato and Waipa rivers. 

information  waikatoregion.govt.nz/healthyrivers 
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LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD
We are currently working on this plan, and you have an 
opportunity to let us know what your values and views are 
for the lake and wetland. This will help us define actions and work 
programmes to achieve goals and objectives we share together.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AND HOW YOU CAN HAVE YOUR SAY
The details of the new policies are being finalised and it is expected a proposed 
plan change will be publicly notified for submissions later this year. Everyone 
will have the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed plan change. 
Information will be sent to every household in the Waikato region and there will 
be public notices in the Waikato Times.


